FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
Canadian Probate Tax Study - Preliminary Findings

Toronto, ON | November 5, 2025 — Estates and trusts advisor Bruce Young has
undertaken a research study of provincial estate taxation in Ontario and Nova Scotia,
and probate fees levied in British Columbia. These three provinces have the highest
probate rates in Canada and none provide public disclosure of their annual taxation of
estates.

By gaining access to comprehensive annual probate taxation data through provincial
Freedom of Information (FOI) requests, this research study is intended to identify the
taxation burden placed on Canadians and identify trends in estate taxation. The
reporting requested from each of the provincial Ministries of Finance mirrors international
best practices in estate statistics.

The research aims to assist key stakeholders in navigating estate taxation issues and
foster a greater, data-driven understanding amongst estate professionals, provincial
policymakers and Canadian taxpayers.

* For estate professionals it provides standardized benchmarks, enabling a market
segmentation framework for more effective client planning

* For provincial policymakers it supports consistent and fair oversight in estate tax
administration

» For Canadian taxpayers it empowers improved estate planning and strengthens trust
through standardized, globally aligned reporting practices

Preliminary findings from Ontario, including a partial disclosure from Ontario’s MOF,
include:

* $346 million of Ontario’s Estate Administration Tax (EAT) was collected for its fiscal
year ended March 31, 2025 (FY2024 is $351M)

» EAT represents about 0.2% of Ontario’s total taxation revenues on an annual basis

» 24,155 Estate Information Returns (EIR) were filed by Ontario estates in 2025 (24,984
in FY2024)

* 99% of EIRs filed in FY2025 were for estates with total asset value less than $5M (77%
were for estates valued under $1M and 21% for estates valued from $1M-$5M)

» The average estate in Ontario paid $14,328 EAT in FY2025 ($14,028 in FY2024)

These preliminary research findings are being shared presently to coincide with
November being designated by the Law Society of Ontario (LSO) as Make-A-Will Month
and Canada’s Financial Literacy Month (FLM). While these annual campaigns increase
awareness around wills, this data highlights the importance of those planning choices.

For further information about the research study or this preliminary data, contact:
Bruce Young, CPA, CA, CEA | CollectiveAgreement.ca | 416-968-0200



